





Battle on Broadway Walking Tour

-South Side Lineup-

In 1905 there was a battle on Broadway! They
didn’t use firearms. Instead they chose bats and baseball
gloves! According to the newspaper account, the
businessmen along the roadway challenged each other to
a “friendly’ game of ball, dividing themselves into teams
according to which side of Broadway their business was
located.

They met in Butts’ pasture at the northwest edge of
town on a Tuesday afternoon. The contest was a good
clean game from start to finish with Mayor French throwing
out the first ball. And even though each team did
“splendid”, perhaps it was the superior lung power of the
south side rooters that motivated their team to victory.
When the dust cleared, it was South Side 15- North Side
10.

So get in the swing of that time long ago! Put on
your baseball cap, grab your cleats and gloves and let’s
get walking and size up the “south side lineup” on that
winning team. Head on up the street to Haley’s Comfort
System and let’s get walkin’ !

1. Laird-Norton Lumber Co./Botsford/UBC

(Haley Comfort Systems)

If you're playing baseball you’ll need a bat and what
better place to get a wooden bat than the site of
Plainview’s once famous lumber yard, holding down this
corner from the early days until 1993. With the railroad just









wasn't until 1879 that it became a weekly paper. The
Mack family took over the reins around 1900 and
remained a part of Plainview “news making” until the
1997. Old Will Mack met every train with his “scratch pad”
to collect the news for the paper. Located in several
different locations over the years, in 1912 THE NEWS built
this building and remained. In 1968 they expanded by
buying the Gem Theater next door.

4. Gem Theater

(The Plainview News)

In 1909 Plainview saw its first movie, thanks to Mr.
and Mrs. Gardner Colby who opened the Gem Theater
soon afterwards. A ticket was 10 cents and popcorn sold
for a nickel. So you could take your date and eat popcorn
for just a quarter! That was a pretty good deal.

In 1929 the first talking movie “Why Leave Home”
was introduced by the Carter family, new owners of the
Gem. It was such a success the restaurants were packed
with crowds waiting for the next show! Mr. Carter
immediately canceled all bookings for silent films! It was a
new eral

In 1935 Carter built a new double wide building for
his growing business. The theater operated until 1968
when it was purchased by the Plainview News. We'd stop
here for some popcorn to take to the ball game, but you'll
have to be satisfied with only a whiff of a memory.









7. Barbershop
(Plainview Farmer's Mutual Fire Insurance Co.)

This little building may not be an architectural gem
but on Saturday nights long ago, it was a hopping place
on Broadway!

There were three barbers, one apprentice plus
shoe shine boy tucked in this tiny building every Saturday
night. Hair cuts were 15 cents, a bath was a quarter, and
a shoe shine a single dime. For under a dollar you could
get cleaned up and get ready to go out on the town. (Soap
was extra or you could furnish your own!) Saturday nights
kept the barber busy until midnight. Of course those were
the days when the end of the week meant every farmer
and worker came to town and did their entertaining and
shopping for the week. The band played during the
summer and ice cream cones were everywhere. Imagine
that!

Cap Erding worked as barber in this building for 41
years until he retired in 1960. That’s a lot of hair on the
floor! But that's OK. Cap was bald!

8. Reifkogel Harness Shop
(State Farm Insurance)

This tile building was once the site of the famous
Reifkogel horse! A horse on Broadway? Of course it was
a wooden one. A dapple gray life sized model, it stood in
the former two story building’s front window for nearly 75
years displaying the latest in halters, saddles , blankets,
etc. And before automobiles were invented, horses were
king!









10. William Lawton Grocery Store/ James Carley
Law Office
(J.T. Varieties & Toys)

With this building, you’re looking at Plainview’s first
brick store built in 1876. Originally it had a three arched
front with center door. The new front was added in 1914 by
James Carley who shared his law office with the
Greenwood Prairie Telephone Company.

Mr. Lawton was a civil war veteran and also had
one of the first telephones in the community connected to
his house on Jefferson Street (1893). Lawton had the
reputation for stocking the freshest fruit in town. In the
early years, the Post Office was located in part of this store.

11. Bolton Drug Store and others

(Clarissa’s Classics, Laundromat, Heibert
Alternative Health Care)

The next series of building were built in 1887 & 88.
These one story brick buildings originally had elaborate
cornices and housed many different business among them
a doctors office, jewelry store. and Bolton’s Drug store.

The drugstore, operated by the Bolton family, sold
drugs, wall paper, paints, cards and school books. Tom
Bolton was also an active business man promoting such
ventures as the first electric light plant in Plainview- 1902
and the corn canning cooperative -1903. He was an
editor of the Plainview newspaper for many years. He
began his busy career as a cabin boy on the Mississippi
River. His home is on the “Journey Down Jefferson Street”
walking tour.
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The best nickel cigar sold is the
Sport. of

For sale or rent, ‘my residence on
North street. J. 8. Nelson.

" The satisfaction of smoking the
Sport cigar ‘is what pleases the pur-
chaser. tf

Call tor the Sport cigar.. Every
dealer in-town has them. tf

‘We have sold and used the Black
Leaf sheep dip for 15 years past, It
pays well to dip the lambs thoroughly
soon after sheering them.

Bolton’s Drag Store.

For Sale—1 New eight room house
with 90 ft frontage on High sireet.

Compilete with water works, eletric
lights, good basement, cistern and

barn.. To be.sold cheap. -Alsoseveral
‘cther good . bartra.ms sin town ‘lots,
houses and barns. - Wm. Koenig.

NOTICE—parties ure hereby pro-
hibited from bunting, fishing or tres-
passing on my land. O. Huntoon. 8-2

" TWO farms for sale. One of: 166
| acres obe mile from Plainview; one of
160 acres three miles * ainview,
Both h-- \ar?“ ts. In-
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The hall housed city offices, a library, reading room
and toilets. Upstairs there was a large dance/meeting hall.
In 1918 during the ferocious Spanish flu epidemic, it was
converted to a hospital. In two weeks, 36 people in the -
area died as a result of the strange virus. On bright note- a
baby was born in this makeshift medical facility. The
name? Flu! What else. And that’s a true story!

A fire in 1975 brought the decision to demolish the
structure rather than renovate. The bell and city hall stone
are all that remain to remember the structure that once
also had an adjoining fire hall to serve the community.

18. Funeral Parlor/ Furniture Store

(Schad & Zabel)

The next two buildings have gone together as a
funeral/ furniture store since the 193Q’s, Only recently has
the furniture line been expanded and the funeral facilities
moved. The furniture establishment dates back to 1916.
Before that the building was used for several other
purposes. The Hanson house once sat on this property
and was moved to make way for the new city hall in 1910.

19. Brueske & Hanson Meat Market

(Marie's Ribbons & Bows)

We have to take a look at the small wooden building
next door to tell this story. (Ken Jacobs). In 1891 the first
“little butcher shop” was built by the family and as the
business grew, they decided to join the building frenzy and
construct the larger two story brick building built in 1898.
The store had living quarters for both families- one in the
back and one upstairs. It remained a meat/ grocery store
until it blossomed into a flower shop in 1991.

It has a nice pattern of brick for its detailing. Take



some time to look it over. The original window placement
remains, giving us a good look at turn of the century styles.

20 Bowling Alley

(Gopher Lanes)

A vacant lot for many years, this building was added
to town rather “recently” compared to the other main street
businesses. It wasn’t around for the 1905 baseball game.
At one time part of A.P. Foster’s house stood here and was
later made into a hotel called the “Greenwood House”. It
had been torn down around the turn of the century, leaving
a vacant lot for nearly 50 years.

In 1948, after the Recreation Center fire across the
street that destroyed Plainview’s only bowling alley,
Clarence Timm built this 43 X 140 cement block building.
With restaurant in front, the alley has entertained family
and bowling leagues for many decades. Several 300
games have been bowled on this site. Makes you want to
throw off your cleats and grab a bowling ball, doesn't it?

21. Richmond Saloon

(Golden Churn)

In 1895 a brick veneered two story building was
erected on this corner. It was one of Plainview’s five
saloons spending the $1,000 license fee. This location
had its ups and downs and was rented out to many
business over the years. In 1905 it was a steam laundry,
and perhaps the teams brought their grass stains here to
be removed after the sweaty game.

In 1945 a fire forced a new building that has housed
many business ventures including a Ford dealership.
Today it is the Golden Churn.















INORTH VS. SOUTH.

SOUTH SIDERS WIN FROM NORTH |

Contest Was a Good Clean Ounc From
Start to Finisth. |

Under the eyes of one of the la.x-gesb
crowds that ever witnessed a ball
game in Plainview, the business men
of the north and south sides, captain-
ed by A. G. Reiter and M. J. Man-
chester, met in coantest for supremacy
on the ball grounds in Butts’ pastuare
Tuesday afternoon.

After a little preliminary work the
first ball was passed over the plate by
Mayor French at the solicitation of
Captain Reiter. 'Ihe north side was
fivst ap Bat and were shut out by the
artful twirling of -pitcher Hunsen.
The south side went 10 bat and laaded
ou Reiter’s up-shoots for six full turns
around the diamond., This rather
disheartengd the north siders and us
they went to bat it was only oue, two, |
three and out. A little encourage-
ment from rooters, put more life into|
Reiter’s .arm .and he 'giwe the south
side a taste.of their own medicine by
giving them a goose égg. Euncour aged
by a shutout the North siders weut to
bat in the third  and landed several
safe hits, bringing in three scores.
Still undaunted by his success Reiter
put through & few more of his-snake
carves with renewed strength ubnd

again gave the souch siders a goose
legsg. )

NOTES ‘OF THE GAME.
It is said that Maanchester hired the
umpire,
Reiter’s inability to gev into the on
the start is said to be caused by over
exertion befure the game.

The South side rooters are said to
have stronger lung power than those
of the North.

Hart, Duerre and Sundqguist failed
to call their scores.

Fricke is trying to find out who put
the pitcher on. Nevertheless he stole,|.
home on a blocked ball. i

The next six innings proved an ex-

| citing contes?, each team running neck

uwad neck for first place. At one time

]t looked as though the north side was

about to regain their lost Jaurels but
with Jansen in the box and Weikel
behind the bat they held them down.
Each team did splendid work and
at no time did interest in the gawe
lag. All who were in attendance
speak of it.as the best game ever play-

{ed in Plainview aud that .tdere was

more real enJoyme-nt than had t.here
beel, two hired teams.

‘ South Nocth

1 0 Weikel ) J. W, Har

1A. Hansen P A. G. Reitery

1 G. Pyurvis fb A. J. Fricke
L. Meachum  2b F. Schad

L. Sundquist
Dr. Slocumb |

. Skorupinski 3b_
A. Drysdale s8

13. Hare 1f ‘M. Klees
J. Boehlke cf G ‘Dueérre-
'H. Weikel . rf J. H. liggers

The score by innings is us fullows:
North Side—0 0 3 3 0 3 ¢ 0 2-10}.
South Side—6 0 0 2 41 2 0 x—16|

Outsiders got into the game. Kiees
¢got winded but his neighbor,  Briese,"
carried him from third to the home
plate.

" What was the ma.t.oer with Manches-
ter? Had him going some! Well T
guess, "

Reiter intends put,ting in his spare
vime until the next game practicing on |,
the new *‘spit’’ ball—then look a little
oudt. -

The North side used ten men in the
€igxhth inning.

Duerre had it then he didn’t have lt.

While the South side haa the um-
pire the North side had the offiicial
scove keeper, but u is said they cut
his salary.
" The South side is feeling very jubi-
lant, bat wait -intil they bump up
against thar $50.007

John Har is a regulsr back stop;
you couldns throw a ball through him,

A ckeck coAvering' a large sum of
money has been presented to A, Gee
‘\Vriter as consolation moaey.







